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By Len Gutman

harles Carr knows that

cleanliness is absolutely

mandatory for quality
transm on rebuilding. Carr
bought his AAMCO Transmission
shop in Joplin, MO, three years
ago after managing it for nine
rs, and late last year he began
looking for a faster and safer way
to clean valve-body casings and
other intricate, hard-to-clean trans-
mission components.

Like many transmission-shop
owners, Carr had been using air
agitation with solvents to clean
parts. A former junior-high science
teacher, he spent time researching
alternative cleaning systems in an
attempt to find a cost-effective so-
lution that would save time and
money. He also was well aware of
the harmful effects of solvents on
both his mechanics and the envi-
ronment.

“The two things that were really
paramount in my mind were the
saving of time and then the envi-
ronmental,” Carr said. “In the near
future OSHA is going to just about
outlaw the use of solvent, especial-
ly the way we're u:

Carr’s research led him to ultra-
sonic parts washing, which he said

has reduced the time it takes him
to clean parts and has eliminated
the use of toxic solvents, He noted
that ultrasonic cleaning has been
used in watch making for a long
time but was just now starting to
find a niche in automotive applica-
tions.

“It has reduced the time tremen-
dously - probably one-third as
much time as we used to use,” he
said.

Carr bought an ultrasonic clean-
er in April. The 2,000-watt ma-
chine offered a 5-cubic-foot tank,
which was designed specifically

in an ultrasonic machine is as
simple as loading the parts into a
washer basket, closing the lid and
pushing a button.

for mid-to-large transmi
shops and industrial machining
operations.

The cleaner also is helping Carr
reduce the use of solvents in his
shop. It a non-toxic soap that
meets Environmental Protection
Agency guidelines,

“California has already out-
lawed solvents, and although so
far we haven't had a problem with
disposal of our excess and waste
solvent, that's just around the cor-
ner,” he said.

Ultrasonic cleaning has proved
to work particularly well for valve
bodies. Unlike spray washers, ul-
trasonic cleaners are able to get
into the intricate crevices of a
valve body where dirt, grease and
metal shavings accumulate.
Additionally, ultrasonic cleaners
often are able to take tiny scars
and scratches out of the metal -
flaws that often lead to costly re-
placements.

Saving on spray cleaners

For a large transmission shop,
even a small-sized ultrasonic
cleaner can save time and money
by reducing the use of more-costly
spray cleaners. Mike Stewart owns
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Mike's Transmissions in Lancaster,
CA. Stewart bought a 3.5-cubic-
foot ultrasonic cleaner to supple-
ment his existing cleaning process.

“We've really been expanding,
and we needed a secondary wash-
er,” Stewart said. “I've got a friend
who has a unit he’s been using for
quite a few years, and he’s been
very happy with it.”

Stewart keeps his ultrasonic
cleaner next to his toolbox. He said
it does a good job on aluminum
parts, particularly small parts.

“I've got three builders in my
area on this side of the shop, and
the ultrasonic machine saves us
from having to go over to the other
area of the shop and use the spray-
wash cabinet,” he said. “Basically,
it's saving us a lot of money on
spray cleaners, because we're not
having to use them as much as we
used to.”

Stewart still uses a jet washer to
clean larger parts but says the ul-
trasonic system works better on

transmission-rebuild parts and is
easy to us
“You just put the parts in the

basket and drop them down in
there and hit the switch,” he said.
“It's a really good supplemental
machine for us, and it saves us a
lot of traffic at the big machine for
stuff we don’t really need to have
in there.”

Cleaning the machine is quick
and easy as well, according to
Stewart. He said he cleans it about
every 10 working days, drains the
soap solution and stores it with his
other wastewater.

“We bought it in February, and
I think it really saved us enough to
probably pay for itself,” he said.

Low-Cost Operation

Lee Cheesborough owns and
operates Cheesborough
Transmissions in Augusta, Ga. He
recently bought a second ultrason-
ic cleaner, primarily to clean valve
assemblies.

“I wanted the most wattage |
could get per cubic foot of liquid,
and the Omegasonics model fit
that description,” he said. "One of
the main reasons | bought it was
that it was cheap to operate and it

Cleaning transmission parts
ultrasonically gets them as clean as
than ional

or spray
» their f: say,
and the ic action is perf

for small parts with intricate
crevices, as in valve bodies.

was heated electrically.”

Cheesborough said the new
cleaner has saved him consider-
able money already.

“Before | started with the ultra-
sonic systems | was using hot vats
that were gas fired and spray
cleaners that were gas fired,” said
Cheesborough, whose shop has
been in business in the same loca-
tion since 1907, “My gas bills alone
were running like $400 a month,
and I completely eliminated the
gas bill.”

His shop still uses a spray clean-
er for cases but uses the ultrasonic
cleaner more and more. “It's well
designed and has a good filtration
system on it,” he added. “I'd defi-
nitely recommend ultrasonic parts
washers to friends and business
associates.

Len Gutman is a freelance writer
representing OmegaSonics, a
manufacturer of ultrasonic parts-
cleaning machines.
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Still wasting money on toxic chemicals and hand
labor to clean valve bodies? Then you obviously
haven't heard of the new Omega Ultrasonic Parts

Cleaning Systems. They're fast, easy to use and

they'll save you money. Just dip your transmission
parts into an Omega parts washer and they’ll come out
sparkling clean and ready to reassemble. That's why
transmission rebuilders across the country are using
Omega Ultrasonic Parts Cleaning Systems to clean
valve bodies, cases and other transmission components.

Save hundreds of dollars each month. Omega

Ultrasonic Parts Cleaning Systems are designed for

the special cleaning needs of the transmission
i.\lli

manual removal of grease, oil or dirt. With our state-

rebuilder. No toxic solvents. No spray washing

of-the-ant ultrasonic cleaning system and non-toxic

cleaning agents, the quality of your transmissions

will improve and you'll save up to 70% of your
cleaning costs,
Spend less, clean more. Don't risk a faulty

transmission repair because of hidden dint and grime.
Only ultrasonic cleaning can provide the deep clean-

ing action that these tran: n components require
Omega’s microscopic ultrasonic cleaning bubbles will
seck out and remove grease and other contaminants
from the inaccessible grooves and oil passages. And
because Omegasonics cleaning agents are non-toxic,

they're safe and meet EPA standards, With the money

you'll save in toxic cleaners, time and labor, your
Omega Ultrasonic Parts Cleaning System will pay for
itself in a matter of months,

Lease an Omega System for less
than $150 per month. There's an
Omega Ultrasonic Parts Washer
for every transmission shop

appli
cleaning needs or a copy of our
new Guide to Ultrasonic Cleaning Systems,
call us now at 800.669.8227.

OMEGASONICS

330 East Easy Street, Suite A,
Simi Valley, California 93065

(800) 669-8227

omegasonics.com

The leader in ultrasonic parfs cleaning
systems for the fransmission industry

ion. For a survey of your




